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suddenly start out, stepping over the sleeping soldiers wrapped in their mantles; then at the gates of the camp he leaped upon a horse, galloped away, and two hours afterwards was at Utica in the tent of Spendius. At first he talked of the siege, but his real motive was to assuage his sadness by talking about Salammbo.
Spendius exhorted him to wisdom. " Repulse from your soul these miseries that degrade it! You formerly obeyed others, but now you command an army; and if Carthage is not conquered, at least we shall have provinces granted to us, and we will become kings! "
But why had not the possession of the Zaimph given them victory ?
According to Spendius it was necessary to wait. Matho imagined that the veil concerned exclusively those of the Canaanite race, and with barbarian sub-tilty, said to himself :
" The Zaimph will avail me nothing ; but, because they have lost it, it avails them nothing."
Then succeeded a scruple of pertubation; he feared in adoring the Libyan God Aptouknos to offend Moloch, and timidly asked Spendius to which of these Gods it would be well to sacrifice a man. "Always sacrifice I" said Spendius, laughing. Matho   did   not   comprehend   this indifference, and suspected that the  Greek had   a   genius  of whom he did not wish to speak.
All religions, as all races, met together in these Barbarian armies, and they were ever considerate of the Gods of others, as they all inspired terrors. Many mingled in their native religion